Educator Roles and Responsibility

A Family Day Care service is a network of trained and registered educators who provide care for other family’s children in their own homes. 
Educators are carefully selected, supervised and operate under the Education and Care Services National Regulations and receive regular compliance checks. This is designed to ensure that the child receives the best possible care as well as ensuring quality and continuous improvement of the Family Day Care educators.
Anyone can become an educator with the right training and qualifications. 
Educators come from a wide range of diverse backgrounds. All educators are required to comply with and work under the Education and Care Services National Law and Regulations and the National Quality Standard.

Educators are required to have: 
· Certificate III in Early Childhood Education and Care
· First Aid qualifications
· Working With Children Check
· Public liability insurance
· A home and garden that can be adapted to meet WH&S regulations and NQS standards (can be owned or rented)
· Equipment and resources for education and play

The family day care educator is legally responsible for compliance with the following components of the National Law and National Regulations:
· Any child being cared for by the educator as part of the service is adequately supervised 
· Every reasonable precaution is taken to protect children being educated and cared for by the service from harm and any hazard likely to cause injury 
· An unauthorised person (i.e. visitor) does not remain at the residence or venue while the educator is educating and caring for children unless the unauthorised person is under the direct supervision of the educator 
· To provide a range of educational, social and recreational activities which are adapted to the interests and needs of the individual child. 
· To use positive behaviour guidance techniques with children in care. 
· Implement adequate health and hygiene practices and safe practices for handling, preparing and storing food 
· Children in attendance have access to safe drinking water at all times and are offered food and beverages regularly throughout the day 
· Food and beverages are nutritious and adequate in quantity and take into account each child’s growth and development needs and any cultural or health requirements 
· The needs for sleep and rest of children in attendance are met, with regard to the ages, development stages and individual needs of the children 
· Children attending the service are provided with an environment that is free from the use of tobacco, illicit drugs and alcohol 
· A child in attendance does not leave the residence or venue except for one of the reasons outlined at regulation 99(4) 
· Ratio requirements at regulation 124 are maintained 
· Educators do not subject any child being educated and cared for by the service to any form of corporal punishment or any discipline that is unreasonable in the circumstances 


